Application Serial No. 1 0/607,285 
Amendment dated 8/24/04 
Office Action dated 03/24/04 

In the Claims 

Claims 3-5, 12-24, 28-30, and 32-47 have been withdrawn from further 
consideration by the Examiner, as being drawn to a non-elected invention, and are further 
cancelled herein by the Applicant. 

New claims 48-65 are entered. 

In response to the election/restriction requirement set forth in the Office Action dated 
March 24, 2004 Applicant respectfully elects Species I, claims 1-2, 6-11, 25-27, and 31 
drawn to the invention of Figures 1-7, for examination herein, as shown in the following 
entire set of pending claims. Claims 1 , 8, 9 and 25 have been amended as shown below. 
Underlines indicate insertions; str i koouts indicate deletions. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A fishing pole, comprising: 
a handle; and 

a rod carr i od by tho handlo, tho rod having a base, an elongated coil spring 
supported by mountod ax i allv of the base rod and adiacont tho baso at a prox i ma l ond . a 
first rod portion and a second rod portion, the rod supported by the handle, a proximal end 
of the first rod portion supported carr i od by the coil spring at a dista l ond and having a 
distal tip end terminating in a first line guide, and the second rod portion supported earned 
by the rod so as to form a fork between the first rod portion and the second rod portion, 
and the second rod portion and having a distal tip end terminating in a second line guide. 
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2. (Original) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the second rod portion extends 
intermediate and adjacent the first rod portion. 

3. (Cancelled) 

4. (Cancelled) 

5. (Cancelled) 

6. (Original) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the coil spring comprises a first 
coil spring and further comprising a second coil spring provided coaxially within the first coil 
spring. 

7. (Original) The fishing pole of claim 6 wherein the second rod portion is carried 
by the second coil spring at a distal end. 

8. (Currently Amended) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein a portion of the first 
rod portion is curved dov i atos from ax i al a l ignmont in an upward, convex direction away 
from a direction of bend imparted by fishing line tension applied while landing a fish. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The fishing pole of claim 8 wherein a portion of the 
second rod portion is curved dov i atoc from axial a l ignmont in an upward direction away 
from a direction of bend imparted by fishing line tension applied while landing a fish. 

1 0. (Original) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the first rod portion comprises 
an arcuate section extending upwardly and away from a direction of loading when 
retrieving a fish. 

1 1 . (Original) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the handle comprises a reel 
seat provided on a top side of the handle. 

1 2. (Cancelled) 

13. (Cancelled) 

14. (Cancelled) 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Cancelled) 
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17. (Cancelled) 



18. (Cancelled) 



19. (Cancelled) 



20. (Cancelled) 



21 . (Cancelled) 



22. (Cancelled) 



23. (Cancelled) 

24. (Cancelled) 



25. (Currently Amended) A fishing rod, comprising: 
a base; 

an elongated coil spring having a proximal end carried bv the base and 
having a distal end mountod axia ll v of tho rod ad i acont tho baso at a proximal ond : 

a first rod portion having a distal tip end terminating in a first line guide and 
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having a proximal end carried by the spring ; and 

a second rod portion , tho first rod port i on carr i od by tho co i l spring at a d i cta l 
ond and hav i ng a d i sta l t i p e nd t e rm i nat i ng i n a f i rst li ne gu i do, and th e s e cond rod port i on 
having a proximal end carried by the rod and having a distal tip end terminating in a second 
line guide; 

wherein the second rod portion is supported from the rod so as to extend 
from an interior of the distal end of the coil spring and the second rod portion forms a 
separate branch relative to the first rod portion . 

26 (Original) The fishing rod of claim 25 wherein the first rod portion is bowed 
upwardly, away from a direction of load applied to the rod when retrieving a fish. 

27. (Original) The fishing rod of claim 26 wherein the second rod portion is bowed 
upwardly, away from a direction of load applied to the rod when retrieving a fish. 

28. (Cancelled) 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Cancelled) 
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31 . (Original) The fishing rod of claim 25 wherein the coil spring comprises one 
coil spring and further comprising another coil spring, wherein the another coil spring is 
provided coaxially within the one coil spring, and the second rod portion is carried by a 
distal end of the another coil spring. 

32. (Cancelled) 

33. (Cancelled) 

34. (Cancelled) 

35. (Cancelled) 

36. (Cancelled) 

37. (Cancelled) 

38. (Cancelled) 

39. (Cancelled) 
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40. (Cancelled) 

41 . (Cancelled) 

42. (Cancelled) 

43. (Cancelled) 

44. (Cancelled) 

45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Cancelled) 

47. (Cancelled) 

48. (New) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the distal tip end of the first rod 
portion is spaced apart from the distal tip end of the second rod portion. 



49. (New) The fishing pole of claim 48 wherein the distal tip end of the first rod 
portion diverges from the distal tip end of the second rod portion. 

g 
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50. (New) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the elongated coil spring comprises 
a cylindrical coil spring. 

51. (New) The fishing pole of claim 50 wherein the cylindrical coil spring 
comprises an outer cylindrical coil spring, and further comprising an inner cylindrical coil 
spring carried within the outer cylindrical coil spring, the inner cylindrical coil spring having 
a proximal end supported by the base and a distal end configured to support a proximal 
end of the second rod portion. 

52. (New) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the coil spring has a proximal end 
affixed to the base of the rod. 

53. (New) The fishing pole of claim 52 wherein the coil spring has a distal end 
affixed to the proximal end of the first rod portion. 

54. (New) The fishing pole of claim 1 wherein the first rod portion and the second 
rod portion converge together at respective proximal ends and diverge apart at respective 
distal ends so as to form the fork therebetween. 
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55. (New) The fishing rod of claim 25 wherein the proximal end of the first rod 
portion is carried by a distal end of the elongated coil spring. 

56. (New) The fishing rod of claim 55 wherein the elongated coil spring 
comprises a cylindrical coil spring. 

57. (New) The fishing rod of claim 56 wherein the cylindrical coil spring has a 
central axis that is offset from an adjacent axis extending between the base and the 
proximal end of the first rod portion. 

58. (New) The fishing rod of claim 31 wherein the proximal end of the second rod 
portion is supported by a distal end of the another coil spring, and a proximal end of the 
another coil spring is affixed to the base. 

59. (New) The fishing rod of claim 58 wherein the one coil spring and the another 
coil spring each comprise a cylindrical coil spring, and wherein the another coil spring is 
smaller in diameter than the one coil spring. 

60. (New) The fishing rod of claim 25 wherein the proximal ends of the first rod 
portion and the second rod portion converge, and wherein the distal ends of the first rod 
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portion and the second rod portion diverge so as to form a diverging fork between the first 
rod portion and the second rod portion. 

61 . (New) A fishing pole comprising: 
a handle; and 

a rod with a base, a coil spring supported by the base, an arcuate, upwardly 
extending first rod portion and an arcuate, upwardly extending second rod portion, the rod 
supported by the handle, a proximal end of the first rod portion affixed to a distal end of the 
coil spring and having a distal tip end terminating in a first line guide, the second rod 
portion carried by the rod so as to exit from within the coil spring and having a distal tip end 
terminating in a second line guide; 

wherein the second rod portion extends arcuately, upwardly in a smaller 
radial arc than does the first rod portion so as to impart a diverging fork configuration 
extending from a proximal end of each of the first and second rod portions and toward a 
distal end of each of the first and second rod portions. 

62. (New) The fishing pole of claim 61 wherein the second rod portion comprises 
an arcuate portion and a substantially linear distal end portion providing the distal tip end. 
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63. (New) The fishing pole of claim 62 wherein the first rod portion comprises an 
arcuate porition and a substantially straight distal end portion configured to provide the 
distal tip end. 

64. (New) The fishing pole of claim 63 wherein the distal end portion of the first 
rod portion and the distal end portion of the second rod portion form a diverging angle in a 
direction extending towards each respective distal tip end. 

65. (New) The fishing pole of claim 61 wherein the handle comprises a reel seat 
provided atop the handle. 



S:EA12\001\M01.doc 8/24/2004 3:27 PM 



13 



